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· The first irons known today date back to 400 B.C. with the Ancient Greeks. The Goffering Iron resembled a heated rolling pin. 
· The Roman’s used multiple tools to press their clothing, the main utensil is the hand mangle. The mangle is a flat metal paddle to hit clothes, removing the wrinkles by beating. The roman’s also used a Prelum which is made of two heavy boards between a turn-screw. 
· The ancient Chinese used the pan iron, which resembled an ice cream scoop. The iron had a compartment for hot coal or sand which heated the bottom. 
· In the early tenth century A.D., the Vikings ironed their clothing with glass irons. 
· The common day iron began to take form in Europe in the 1300s, with the flat iron. The tool was made of a flat piece of iron with a metal handle. 
· Sad Iron—invented by Mary Potts, it included a wooden spring loaded handle.  

· Gas Iron—developed in the late 1800’s

· Electric Iron—invented by Henry W. Seeley in 188. It made ironing easier by allowing the iron to have constant heat. 

· Steam Iron is the newest and most commonly used iron.    

· With the invention and evolution of the iron has come a high standard of clothing and presentation in society—NO WRINKLES! 

· Expectation brought on by the new convince of the iron has also lead to a revolution in clothing. Was & ware clothing, clothing that looks good and like it has been ironed without having to iron it. 
· Woman are the primary users of the iron.

· The job of ironing is considered a woman’s job.

· The Iron is created with women in mind; small handle for a small hand.

· Philips creates a “man’s” iron, bigger handle for a bigger hand. Made to look like a new technology instead of an household appliance.
· Iron companies like Panasonic, Shark, Black & Decker profit off of the sale and repairs (planned opulence) of their irons. 

· People manufacturing irons—most iron companies do not manufacture their irons in the US instead they have outsourced the work to countries China or Mexico 
· 37% of a Tanzania Village population owns a iron

· A Mindlab International Study of 1,200 students show that women are better at ironing then men (this study also showed that women are better at winning arguments)

· In Brazil 80% of African women are employed to do domestic work which ironing is apart of. 

