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Introduction to Chicana/o Studies
This introductory course explores the scholarship, identity and history of Mexican-Americans, mexicanos, Chicanas and Chicanos, mestizas and mestizos in the United States.  As an interdisciplinary course, we will draw on history, cultural studies, and literature to understand  Chicana/o Studies as idea, social movement, and academic field of study.  Course themes include the interrelationship of race/ethnicity, class, gender and sexuality; the dynamic nature of Chicana/o identity; immigration and displacement; globalization and transnationalism; and the influence of religion. 
This course depends on student participation and discussion.  No prerequisites are required other than a willingness to ask questions, and think critically.  Knowledge of Spanish, and/or a background in cultural, ethnic, or feminist studies is helpful, but not required. 

Course Requirements:

20%  Reading notes, 1 page single-spaced each (5 required)

20%  Participation & required discussion leading

30%  Takehome Midterm

30%  Final research paper (10-12 pages)

Required books:

David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986
(UT Press, 1987)
Lorena Oropeza, Raza sí!, Guerra no!: Chicano Protest and Patriotism During the Viet Nam War Era (UC Press, 2005)  

Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera, 3rd ed. (SF: Aunt Lute Books, 2007)
Josefina Lopez, Real Women Have Curves (Dramatic Publishing Co., 1996) 

Ana Castillo, So Far From God (W.W. Norton, 2005) 

Roberto Trevino, The Church in the Barrio (Univ North Carolina, 2006)  
Linda Heidenreich, This Land Was Mexican Once (Univ Texas Press, 2007)  
Course Reader:  A REQUIRED collection of articles available at http://prof.chicanas.com/180/ 
Participation:  This course is both a general overview and an interactive seminar.  We are counting on your consistent engagement and contributions as individuals from different backgrounds and perspectives.  You also have the option of participating online by contributing to the class blog at http://prof.chicanas.com/180/   You are invited to post after-class thoughts, relevant news stories, questions, whatever.  You can use the “write post” option or simply comment on an existing post.  This blog option is especially encouraged if you are not comfortable participating in in-class discussion; blog activity will count toward your participation grade. 

Reading notes.  Students will write five short (1 pg single-spaced) sets of reading notes on that week’s reading and discussion.  Reading notes are always due on Tuesdays for that week’s reading, so that you are well-prepared for class discussion.  Reading notes are informal reflection papers; they are not meant to be polished final essays, but more like an initial paper draft—raw ideas in unpolished form.  The assignment is meant to help you actively engage the week’s reading.  There are twelve possible notes, as indicated in the course schedule, so you may choose whichever weeks you like, as long as you complete five by the end of the semester.  

A note about attendance:  As an small seminar, this class experience depends upon student discussion and contributions.  If you know you will have to miss more than two classes, I strongly suggest that you take this course another semester.  If and when you do miss class, it is your responsibility to get makeup class notes from another student, and turn in any due work before the missed class.  

Leading Discussion.  Each student will also be responsible for leading class discussion about the reading at least once during the semester, along with a partner.  On the day you lead discussion, you and your partner are responsible for a handout –an outline, discussion questions, or section of reading notes.  The handout should let your classmates know what you think are the most important aspects of the reading that we should be thinking about and discussing.  Remember that leading discussion does not mean you have all the answers about the reading, and you do not have to do all the talking – but you do have to get us going, and keep us on track through the major points of the article.  You must email your handout to me by midnight the night before class.  
Academic Integrity:  All assignments must be your own original work.  Plagiarism defeats the purpose of the educational process and shortchanges you, your peers, and your instructor as well.  Students suspected of plagiarism will be reported to the Office of Judicial Affairs for disciplinary action.  Students are held accountable for adhering to established community standards including Stanford's Fundamental Standard and the Honor Code.
Special Needs: Please let me know as soon as possible if you have a learning or physical disability requiring specific accommodations.  

Videos:  Videos are regularly scheduled during class time, but can also be seen independently at the Media Center in the library.   

Course schedule (subject to change): 
Week 1 / March 30.  Introduction


Film:  Rodolfo “Corky” Gonzalez, I Am Joaquin

April 1.  Creation Stories of the Americas
What kinds of relationships (between humans, gods, animals, plants…?) do we see developing in these two different stories?  How is the act of creation depicted in each?  What kinds of cultural values emerge from these texts?

Genesis, ch. 1-3 The Bible, Revised standard version

Elaine Pagels, “Introduction” from Adam, Eve and the Serpent (NY: Vintage, 1989).

Popol Vuh, (the Mayan Creation story) Part One & selections (handout)

Film:  Patricia Amlin, Popol Vuh
Week 2 / April 6.  Chicana/o Studies: Past, Present & Future
Rudolfo Acuna, Occupied America, ch. 1  
Film:  Chicano! History of the Civil Rights Movement: Quest for a Homeland
April 8.  Theoretical perspectives on Chicana/o Studies
Lauro H. Flores, “Thirty Years of Chicano and Chicana Studies,” in Color-Line to Borderlands: The Matrix of American Ethnic Studies ed. Johnella E. Butler (Seattle: U of Wash Press, 2001), 203-223.
Sampaio, Anna. “Transforming Chicana/o and Latina/o politics: Globalization and the Formation of Transnational Resistance in the United States and Chiapas” in Transnational Latina/o Communities: Politics, Processes, and Cultures. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2002:47-67
Yvonne Yarbro-Bejarano, “Sexuality and Chicana/o Studies: Toward a theoretical paradigm for the twenty-first century,” in The Chicana/o Cultural Studies Reader, ed. Angie Chabram-Dernersesian (New York: Routledge, 2006), 224-232.

Antonia I. Castaneda, “Language and Other Lethal Weapons: Cultural Politics and the Rites of Children as Translators of Culture,” Mapping Multiculturalism eds. Avery F. Gordon & Christopher Newfield (U Minnesota, 2003), 201-213.

Week 3 / April 13, 15.  Legacies of Conquest

“Incorporation” and “Reconstruction” (Parts 1 & 2), David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986 (UT Press, 1987), 1-155.
“Legacies of Conquest,” in Walls and Mirrors: Mexican Americans, Mexican Immigrants, and the Politics of Ethnicity (Berkeley: Univ of California Press, 1995), 13-38
Antonia Castañeda, “Sexual Violence in the Politics and Policies of Conquest…” in Building with Our Hands, ed. Adela de la Torre and Beatriz M. Pesquera (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), 15-33.

Film:  CHCRM: The Struggle in the Fields
Week 4 / April 20, 22.  El Movimiento 
“Segregation” (Part 3), David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986 (UT Press, 1987), 156-254
Lorena Oropeza, Raza sí!, Guerra no!: Chicano protest and patriotism during the Viet Nam war era (UC Press, 2005)  
Maylei Blackwell, “Contested Histories: Las Hijas de Cuauhtemoc, Chicana Feminisms, and Print Culture in the Chicano Movement, 1968-1973”  in Arredondo et al, Chicana Feminisms (Durham: Duke Univ Press, 2003), 229-53. 
Film:  CHCRM: Taking Back the Schools
Week 5 /  April 27.  Emerging Chicana Feminisms
Cherrie Moraga, “A Long Line of Vendidas,” in Loving in the War Years (Boston: South End Press, 1983), 90-143. 
Cherrie Moraga & Gloria Anzaldua, This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by Radical Women of Color, selections, (NY: Kitchen Table, 1984). 
Gloria Anzaldua, Making Face, Making Soul, selections (SF: Aunt Lute Books, 1989)

April 29.  Theorizing the Borderlands

Assignment:  Please memorize and be ready to perform in class any single poem or selection from Borderlands.

Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera, 3rd ed. (SF: Aunt Lute Books, 2007)

Yvonne Yarbro-Bejarano, “Gloria Anzaldua’s Borderlands/La Frontera: Cultural Studies, ‘difference,’ and the non-unitary subject,” in The Chicana/o Cultural Studies Reader, ed. Angie Chabram-Dernersesian (New York: Routledge, 2006), 81-92

 Week 6 / May 4.  Cultural Turns & the Ethnographic Gaze: Paredes, Rosaldo, Anzaldua

Americo Paredes, “On Ethnographic Work Among Minority Groups,” New Directions in Chicano Scholarship, eds. Ricardo Romo and Raymund Paredes (Santa Barbara: Center for Chicano Studies, 1984), 1-32.

Renato Rosaldo, “Introduction,” “The Erosion of Classic Norms (ch. 1),” “After Objectivism (ch. 2),” in Culture & Truth: The Remaking of Social Analysis (Boston: Beacon Press, 1989).

“A Question of Genealogies: Always Already (Chicana/o) Cultural Studies?” in The Chicana/o Cultural Studies Forum, ed. Angie Chabram-Dernersesian (New York: NYU Press, 2007), 14-36. 
May 6.  Chicana/o Sexualities
Horacio Roque Ramirez, “Claiming Queer Cultural Citizenship: Gay Latino (Im)Migrant Acts in San Francisco,” In Eithne Luibheid and Lionel Cantu, Jr., eds. Queer Migrations: Sexuality, U.S. Citizenship, and Border Crossings (Minneapolis: U of Minn Press, 2005), 161-188. 

Catriona Esquibel, “Chicana Lesbian Fictions,” in With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Austin: Univ Texas Press, 2006), 9-21. 

Ana Juarez and Stella Kerl, “What is the Right (White) Way to Be Sexual?” Aztlan 27:2 (2002), 7-37

Patricia Zavella, “’Talkin’ Sex: Chicanas and Mexicanas Theorize About Silences and Sexual Pleasures,” in Arredondo et al, Chicana Feminisms (Durham: Duke Univ Press, 2003), 229-53. 
Gloria Gonzalez-Lopez, “Fathering Latina Sexualities: Mexican Men and the Virginity of their Daughters.” J of Marriage and Family 66:5 (2004) 1118-30. 

Film:  Alma Lopez, Boi Hair (20 min); Karleen Pendleton-Jimenez, Tomboy (10 mins)
Week 7 / May 11.  The Politics of the Brown Body

Josefina Lopez, Real Women Have Curves (Dramatic Publishing Co., 1996) 

Cindy Cruz, “Toward an Epistemology of a Brown Body,” in Chicana/Latina Education in Everyday Life, eds. Bernal, Elenes, Godinez & Villenas (NY: SUNY Press, 2006), 59-75. 

Rosalinda Fregoso, “Toward a Planetary Civil Society” (ch. 1), Mexicana Encounters (Berkeley: UC Press, 2003), 1-29.

Film:  Senorita Extravidada
May 13.  

Ana Castillo, So Far From God (W.W. Norton, 2005) 

Maria Ochoa, “Cooperative Re/Weavings: Artistic Expression and Economic Development in a Northern New Mexican Village,” Perspectives in Mexican American Studies 5 (1995), 121-49. 

Week 8 / May 18, 20.   Chicana/o Religious Traditions

Roberto Trevino, The Church in the Barrio (Chapel Hill: Univ North Carolina, 2006) – Intro, chs. 2, 3, 5, 6,7 (or all but chaps 1 & 4) 
Finish So Far From God if you haven’t already

Browse: artwork of Alma Lopez at http://almalopez.net (also linked on blog)

Week 9 / May 25, 27.  Old Histories New Histories

Linda Heidenreich, This Land Was Mexican Once (Univ Texas Press, 2007)  
Emma Perez, “Introduction” & Chap 1 - The Decolonial Imaginary 
Week 10 / June 1.  Synthesis & Review
Juana Goodgrade
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Acuna notes

Reading notes are informal reflection papers, less organized than an essay, more like a paper in process.  They are not meant to be polished final essays, but more like an initial paper draft—raw ideas in unpolished form (not just bullet points).  This is an informal exercise to help you think through the week’s reading, and to engage the ideas in the text.  Punctuation and grammar are secondary to content for this assignment (as long as it’s readable).  You don’t have to have a well-organized introduction, or conclusion.  Just start writing:    

In your own words, what are the primary ideas the author is trying to convey?  

How does the author support and develop this argument?  What kinds of arguments 


does s/he use?  What evidence does s/he draw on? 

Is the argument convincing to you?  Why or why not?

What problems do you see that might emerge as a consequence of this argument? 

How might you change/adapt/shift the argument differently? 

Aim for one full page of  TYPED single-spaced text in a 12 pt Times or Palatino font.  You may choose one or two specific quotes from the reading as a starting point.  Sometimes it’s helpful to think of yourself explaining the reading to a friend—what were the main points, and was it a convincing piece of scholarship?  Sometimes it’s helpful to start with something that really bothers you—write about why it bothers you, and see where that leads.  

This is not a journal or a personal opinion paper—it is a scholarly engagement with the course reading, and a basic reading/critical thinking skill that will serve you well throughout your college career.  You are welcome to use first person “I” statements, but be sure to back up your statements by drawing on the text.   You may also draw on personal experience, as long as you make it relevant, and bring it back to the text.  Often, “I don’t like this” is a fruitful starting point for analyzing why a text fails to persuade. 

If there are three different articles on a given day, do not feel compelled to say something about each one.  Write about whichever one really grabs your attention, or contrast two of them.  Or write about a single theme or idea that emerges across the different articles.  
Some pitfalls to watch out for:  “This hasn’t been my experience, so therefore it doesn’t matter,” “This experience is more mystical, more authentic than my own,” “I’m not a member of this group so I can’t judge”

Details:  Please note the format of this page, and use it for all your reading notes.  Note the one-inch margin all around.  I welcome recycled paper.  Put your name, date, brief reading title, and “ChSt180” at the top right corner of the page.  
