ChSt180E Midterm Essay
Instructor: Susana L. Gallardo

Spring 2009-10
Due to prof@chicanas.com by 5pm Friday, 5/7
This midterm essay is intended to 1) practice your basic essay writing skills, and to 2) demonstrate  your understanding and critical engagement with our course reading so far.  Each essay should draw on at least 2-3 of the videos, films, books, and articles we've discussed so far.  Please feel free, initially, to talk about the questions and share ideas with each other, or on the blog, or by email to me.  Once you start writing, however, zip it, and keep your work to yourself.
Write a four-page essay on TWO of the following topics: 
1. Chicana/o identity.  
A.  How have we seen the definition of Chicana/o identity change in the readings so far?  What specific cultural, historical, political and/or economic factors have influenced the changes we've seen in the communities defined as Mexican, Mexican-American, Chicano, Chicana/o...and so on?  Choose two or three of our readings so far, and explore/discuss:  what is at stake for these communities in the definition of terms? 
OR B.  How do you and your family (immediate, extended?) define yourselves in terms of racial/ethnic identity?  How does that reflect your family's own social, class movement in American society (immigration, work, class?)  How does your family's movement reflect the specific cultural, historical, political and/or economic factors we have discussed in class so far?  Be careful with this option to bring your own hi/stories back to the texts discussed in class.   


2. Academic?  Our most recent readings (Bridge, Haciendo Caras, Borderlands) provide a stark contrast to the more traditional academic literature of Montejano & Oropeza.  How do the format, style, content, and even publishers reflect the late entry of Chicana voices into the Chicano movement, and into the halls of academe?  Draw on specific essays, poems, collections as you consider what constitutes an academic intellectual work.  How do these works anticipate and answer this argument? 
 

3. Politics of displacement.   David Montejano argues that race played a fundamental role in the capitalist transformation of Texas and the formation of distinct class societies.  What does he mean when he says "it makes sense to say that Mexicans were more of a race in one place and less of  a race in another." (7).  In this essay alone, you may focus on this single work; choose at least two specific examples to illustrate your argument.   

4. Analyzing violence.  I posted to the blog several links about recent gender-homophobic violence on the campus of CSULB.  Read up on the links, follow any relevant additional links, and then write your analysis of the situation, in light of your understanding of Chicana/o history and identity.  What kinds of theoretical frameworks are at stake among the various players?  Is this anti-Chicana violence?  Anti-gay, misogynist, racist, homophobic, none or all of the above?  This essay has a little more leeway in terms of drawing on the course material (less is okay), but your answer must situate the violence in the context of our discussions and readings so far.  We also understand that this will be a provisional analysis, written from a limited review of materials about the situation.     
  

Some ground rules:  Be sure to include a clear thesis within the first page of your essay, and go on to construct a coherent, well-grounded argument in the rest of the essay.  Support your assertions with specific textual references; doing so will show that you have read and understood the text, and are making your argument substantively from an informed and well-thought-out perspective.  Short quotes should illustrate and support your points; long quotes are not advisable.   The best papers will be creative, think boldly, theorize independently about the implications of these ideas.

Paper should be typed, double-spaced, preferably in Times 12 pt font, one-inch margin all the way around, and should be roughly four pages each.  Quality always counts more than quantity, however.  You may cite course readings informally (Anzaldua 232) since no bibliography is necessary.  Please use the attached coverpages for EACH of your essays, filling in your name and the letter of your essay option.  Please number your pages, but do not put your name on any interior pages.  (The coverpages allow me to read your essays "blind" to minimize my bias).
Your essay is due by email to prof@chicanas.com by 5pm Friday, May 7
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FYI:     On Writing Papers

I evaluate papers based on these four qualities:  

Structural integrity:  The boring stuff.  Clear thesis, clear topic sentences, well-supported arguments, logical progression of argument, cogent introduction and conclusion.  Most of you do (really) well on this quality, but this quality alone will not get you an A.  On the other hand, if not well-done, this quality can most easily obscure even the most complex argument.  
Basic Content:  This is the gist of why we assign papers.  This quality lets me know that you have read, digested, and fully analyzed the course material.  You’ve included just enough detail so I know you’ve digested an article, but not too much so that you’re just summarizing it.  Answers the basic question with examples and citations from the reading.  

Depth & Complexity:  This builds on the “Content” quality to show a real critical engagement with the material.  In addition to showing that you ‘know your stuff,’ this quality refers to your ability to concisely compare, discuss, draw out your subject with care and sophistication.  A paper without this complexity becomes a ‘regurgitation,’ a flat recitation of facts or generalizations or often, what I know you think I want to hear in a way that tells me you’re just reciting information rather than fully engaging it.  

Creativity/Insight:  this is the most difficult quality.  …this is your original twist on an old issue, a flash of insight into a difficult issue, a particularly cogent analysis of a complex topic, something that makes me stop and say, ‘wow, that was really well done” or “wow, I hadn’t thought of that before.”  Some of you have shown this quality in your response papers.  This quality is most often what puts a paper on the A track, even when other qualities are lacking.  At the same time, a badly written paper that shows this quality is even more disappointing, because it shows such unfulfilled promise.  
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