Essay assignment #2
Instructor: Susana L. Gallardo

WOMS96fq SJSU Fall 2010
Due Monday, November 15
The Commercialization of Childhood
Your second essay is an exercise in critical analysis of children’s media,  based on our viewing of Consuming Kids:  The Commercialization of Childhood.  I strongly suggest you review the film transcript (linked on our blog) to get clear definitions of some of terms like product placement, branding, and deregulation.  But the bulk of the essay is your original analysis of a children’s media product (film or website): 
A.  Film.  Choose one of these children’s movies:  Sleepover, Zoom, Aquamarine, Agent Cody Banks 2, Shark Tales, Herbie: Fully Loaded, SpyKids. Watch the film and identify any examples of product placement you come across (it may be visual or verbal product placement).  Write down your findings, summarizing the example and the context in which it occurs.


Or B.  Website.  Explore a virtual world that is popular with kids:  Webkinz, Club Penguin, Neopets, Nicktropolis, or another website where kids gather.  Look around the site, then write up a report describing any examples of advertising or branding or product placement you see.  To what extent is product placement and branding being foregrounded or used as a backdrop to the regular activity on this site?  How do you think this kind of marketing might affect a child who visits this site? 

For both/either essay:    Now put yourself in the position of a child watching this film and seeing these particular scenes.  Write up an analysis of how you think this kind of advertising might affect you, consciously or unconsciously.  Do you think you would notice the product placement?  Would it matter whether you did or didn’t?  Why or why not?  How do you think this sort of thing might affect your desire to buy the product being ‘placed’?  As you think about this marketing practice, do you feel there is something about children, in particular, that might make them especially vulnerable to these kinds of advertising appeals?
You may definitely draw on your own experiences, or experiences with children in your family, but be sure to bring those experiences back to the text.  Also, be very careful about drawing easy conclusions in your essay.  This is an examination of a “media text” and the focus is on identifying and examining specific elements of the film/site, more so than drawing causal conclusions.  You may, on the other hand, situate your analysis in the broader context of the commercialization of children’s media as discussed in Consuming Kids. 

This essay is an exercise in three skills:  critical analysis, intellectual engagement, and good writing.  I am always looking for good writing—a well-written and organized essay always makes its argument easier to understand—but the priority is on your intellectual engagement.  The best papers will be creative, think boldly, theorize independently about the implications of these ideas.

Some ground rules:  Be sure to briefly define your terms, and go on to construct an arguable thesis, supported by specific examples in the media product.  Support your assertions with specific textual references; doing so will show that you have understood the media product, and are making your argument substantively from an informed and well-thought-out perspective.  You should draw specifically from our readings, films, and/or material from lecture or class discussion, though most quotes will be from your media product.  Short quotes should illustrate and support your points; long quotes are not advisable.      

Paper should be typed, double-spaced, preferably in Times 12 pt font, one-inch margin all the way around, and should be roughly 4-5 pages total.  You may cite course readings informally (DK 232) since no bibliography is necessary.  No outside reading or references are necessary.  Please use the attached coverpage for your essay, filling in your name and the letter of your essay option.  Please number your pages, but do not put your name on any interior pages.

Your essay is due Monday, November 15 at the beginning of class

On Writing Papers

I evaluate papers based on these four qualities:  

Structural integrity:  The boring stuff.  Clear thesis, clear topic sentences, well-supported arguments, logical progression of argument, cogent introduction and conclusion.  Most of you do  well on this quality, but this quality alone will not get you an A.  On the other hand, if not well-done, this quality can most easily obscure even the most complex argument.  
Basic Content:  This is the gist of why we assign papers.  This quality lets me know that you have read, digested, and fully analyzed the course material.  You’ve included just enough detail so I know you’ve digested an article, but not too much so that you’re just summarizing it.  Answers the basic question with examples and citations from the reading.  

Depth & Complexity:  This builds on the “Content” quality to show a real critical engagement with the material.  In addition to showing that you ‘know your stuff,’ this quality refers to your ability to concisely compare, discuss, draw out your subject with care and sophistication.  A paper without this complexity becomes a ‘regurgitation,’ a flat recitation of facts or generalizations or often, what I know you think I want to hear in a way that tells me you’re just reciting information rather than fully engaging it.  

Creativity/Insight:  this is the most difficult quality.  …this is your original twist on an old issue, a flash of insight into a difficult issue, a particularly cogent analysis of a complex topic, something that makes me stop and say, ‘wow, that was really well done” or “wow, I hadn’t thought of that before.”  Some of you have shown this quality in your response papers.  This quality is most often what puts a paper on the A track, even when other qualities are lacking.  At the same time, a badly written paper that shows this quality is even more disappointing, because it shows such unfulfilled promise.  
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