Tech 98
S. Gallardo

Midterm Study Guide
Terms to know.  Be able to define and give an example of each
sex

gender
“sex marker” (5 examples)

“gender marker” (5 examples)

“doing gender”

Scientific method

Fact

Social fact

Working hypothesis

Plasticity
Epigenetic

Gender Similarities Hypothesis (Dr. Hyde)

Hoffman’s Extinction thesis

Race / “race”

“tough guise”
What's the difference between sex & gender?

What does it mean to be intersexual?  

Where do we learn gender?  What is gender socialization? 

What does it mean to "do gender"? Why does that matter?   
What are the two main theories of gender?  How do they differ? 
In the film Rosie the Riveter, how did the government try to change gender norms during WWII?

How did women respond to the government’s program?

Which women responded, and why? 

What happened to women, men, and gender norms after the war? 

Name and explain five characteristics of modern science (for example, rational thought), according to lecture and/or Laurie Keller.
Name and explain five characteristics of modern technology, according to lecture and/or Keller or Lerman.
Name and give examples for three types of technology, according to Keller.
Is Science neutral? 
What does it mean, that scientific truth is always embedded in a social context?  
Does technology determine progress?  Is technology inherently positive?   

Explain this statement by Lerman (“Intro: Interrogating Boundaries”):  “At every level we find tight connections, technology shaping gender and gender shaping technology.”  How does the history of bicycles explored in lecture offer such an example? 
Be sure to review the bicycles lecture online! (Powerpoint available at http://prof.chicanas.com/2010/spring/Tech98/98bicycles.ppt) 
What do these images of bicycles tell us about ideas of gender and technology?  

Were bicycles seen as a positive technology?  For who?  According to who?

What are the key differences between boys and girls according to recent neuroscience?

What evidence do we see of sex differences in children’s brains?

How does the brain grow/change?

What does Eliot call “the misuse of neuroscience”?

What are some of the problems with science and the reporting of science today?   
Emily Martin studies biology textbooks to see how scientists write about the process of human conception.  How are the ovum/sperm described?  Why is this important? 

In the film Race, Power of an Illusion, what is the difference between a biological and social view of race?

What does it mean that “social differences become naturalized in biology”?   
Explain:  “85% of human genetic variation occurs between any two individuals in a local population”  

Explain:  “Just because race is not biological, doesn’t mean that it isn’t real.”
Masculinity

Explain this statement:  “Male violence is portrayed not so much a deviation as it is an accepted part of masculinity”

What is the “normalization of sexual violence” ? 

What are the consequences of pressures on young men to be “invulnerable”? 

Possible essay topics
What does it mean to "do gender"? Why does that matter?  What influences the way we “do gender”?
What does it mean, that scientific truth is always embedded in a social context? 
In “Intro: Interrogating Boundaries”, Lerman argues that we can always see “technology shaping gender and gender shaping technology.”  How does the history of bicycles explored in lecture offer an example of the technology of bicycles shaping ideas of gender, and the idea of gender shaping bicycles?  Give specific examples.
What are some of the problems with science and the reporting of science today?  Are these intentional?
What is the difference between a biological and social view of race?  What does it mean that “social differences become naturalized in biology”?
You are responsible for all the images, graphs, and charts used in lecture, available on the blog at http://prof.chicanas.com/98/.
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