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Theory & Practice in the Social Sciences

This seminar serves as the capstone course for the Social Science major.  The theme of the course will be social science education.  The objectives of the course are three-fold: 1) to examine the seminal theory in the field of education, 2) to review analyze, critique exemplary studies in the social sciences of education, and 3) to apply the concepts/theory to your personal and professional life experience.

To that end, we will engage in deliberation on social theories specific to the field of education. We will examine historical and contemporary ideologies. We will also collectively conduct an intensive review of two exemplary research studies in the sociology of education. We will discuss the theoretical frameworks, methodologies and implications of each study. The course also includes the application of theory to our everyday lives as citizens, educators, advocates, life-long learners and leaders.

Course objectives:

1. Develop critical thinking skills in the social sciences that will translate into life-long learning in your role as a social citizen.

2. Develop an understanding of how the various social sciences are used to interpret and examine the field of education.

3. Develop critical reading and writing skills in the social sciences.

4. Develop effective skills in presentation of social science related topics; in class discussion and individual/group presentations.

5. Develop the ability to apply research findings to your work and analysis of contemporary social, political and economic issues. 

Required texts:

Dimitriadis and  Kamberelis, Theory for Education (bookstore)
Darling-Hammond, et.al, Learning to Teach for Social Justice (bookstore)
Margolis, Estrella, Goode, Holme & Nao, Stuck in the Shallow End (ASSU Copy Shop)
Valenzuela, Subtractive Schooling
Course Requirements: 
Participation
20%

Presentations
20%

Essay #1
20%

Essay #2
20%

Essay #3
20%

Assignments:  The assignments will require that you analyze, contrast and synthesize the readings for the previous weeks. The assignment are not about rote memorization but rather critical reflection on the readings/documentaries/class discussion. You will be required to provide your own perspectives and interpretations regarding the reading material.  Assignments 1 and 2 will cover the material discussed the previous five weeks; assignment 3 will be cumulative. Each assignment will be take-home and 4-6 pages in length.

Participation:  This is an advanced seminar for social science majors, and we are counting on your committed and attentive participation.  The success of this course depends largely on the strength of your contributions as individuals from different backgrounds and perspectives.  You are required to come to class prepared to present, question, facilitate and engage in discussion regarding the readings assigned for the class period. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get makeup class notes from another student, and turn in any due work before the missed class.
Use of cell phones and lap top computers are NOT allowed in class. Full participation requires attentiveness to the discussion and respectful listening behavior when peers and the professor are speaking.  
Presentations:  Two presentations are required from each student.  You will be required to select one chapter each from “Theory for Education” and “Learning to Teach for Social Justice.”  You will present the major themes of the chapter to the class. In order to facilitate discussion, you are required to bring a written outline of the chapter highlighting the key points (make sufficient copies for the class) and three questions specific to the themes you are presenting.  Remember that leading discussion doesn’t mean you have all the answers about the reading, and you don’t have to do all the talking – but you do have to get us going, and keep us on track through the major points of the article.  
Campus policy in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act:  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

Academic Integrity Statement (From Office of Judicial Affairs): 

Students should know that the University's Academic Integrity Policy is available at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/.  Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. .

Course Schedule (subject to change)
Wk
Date
Topic & Reading
0
1/27
Introduction & Overview
Dimitriadis & Kamberelis (DK): Introduction
1
2/1
Predecessors
DK, chs. 1-6
2
2/8
Theorists
DK, chs. 7-12
3
2/15
Furlough Day

2/17
DK, chs. 13 - 16
4
2/22
DK, chs 17 – 23
5
3/1
Review / Essay #1 due

3/3  
Faculty furlough

6
3/8
Valenzuela, Subtractive Schooling, chs. 1 – 3
7
3/15
Valenzuela, chs 4-6
8
3/22
Valenzuela, ch 7 & appendices

3/24
Discussion with author 


Angela Valenzuela (webcast) 
9
3/29
* * SPRING BREAK * *
10
4/5
Margolis et al., Intro, Stuck in the Shallow End, chs. 1-3

11
4/12
Margolis et al., chs. 4-6, conclusion

12
4/19
Review / Essay #2 due 
4/21
Furlough Day


6pm Required event:  Angela Davis @Morris Dailey Auditorium
13
4/26
Darling-Hammond, Learning to Teach for Social Justice, Chapters 1 - 7
14
5/3
Darling Hammond: Chapters 8 - 14
15
5/10
Darling Hammond: Chapters 15 - 22

16
5/17
Review / Essay #3 due
Leading Discussion 








 S. Gallardo

SOCS 195








 prof@chicanas.com
Every student is required to serve as discussion leader at least once during the semester.  The best way to prepare is simply to do the assigned reading early, spend a couple of days occasionally thinking about it, then go back and read it again.  Be sure to give yourself enough time to let the ideas percolate in your head, so you can figure out both what the article is arguing, and what you think about it.  Look for a dilemma, a problem, a paradox, a contradiction between two thinkers on a subject.  Ideally, talk or email with a classmate and figure out what the main points of the article are—the basic idea that you think your classmates should cover/know.  

Before class, here are some preparation tips:

· Read carefully and read ahead—this will allow you to digest the readings and prepare an outline and questions for the discussion. Identify and outline the key concepts as you read the selected article. 

· Think about how the readings relate to the week’s topic.  How do they relate or address other topics we have discussed in the course so far?  What new questions or issues do these articles address? 

· Look again at the guidelines for reading notes—what is the author’s main argument?  What kind of evidence do they draw on to support their argument?  Are they arguing against a particular position or approach?  If so, what is it?

· What was the most valuable aspect of the reading?  Did it give you some new insight or perspective?  

· Remember, you are not responsible for addressing everything in the readings!  Just identify the main arguments, themes, and present some highlights you believe are worth discussing in greater detail.  Or you might present the areas that you think are unclear, that you don’t understand—discussion can start anywhere. 

On the day of class:

· Prepare an outline of your presentation, and make copies for everyone.  Your outline should also have at least three key discussion questions for the class.
A few final tips:  

· remember that it's hard to discuss final conclusions, but it's easy (and fun and useful) to discuss arguments for possible conclusions.

· avoid asking yes-or-no questions or questions with obvious factual answers.

· ask small, detailed questions (like "what's the argument for this conclusion?") before large, abstract questions (like "how does this compare with what so-and-so said?").

Feel free to email me, catch me after class, or come to office hours if you want to talk about your topic.  If you need me to copy something for you, come twenty minutes before class to my office at 238B. 
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