SJSU WOMS 96fq/MUSE (47757)
Fall 2010-11
MW 10:30 – 11:45am, Clark 127
Instructor: Susana L. Gallardo

prof@chicanas.com

http://prof.chicanas.com/
Office Hours: Mon 1:30-2:30p, Wed 9-10am
DMH 238A

Metropolitan University Scholar’s Experience:
Gender, Race & Sexuality in the Media
Course Description
In this class we will use a cultural studies approach to explore the complex role of media as it influences our ideas about women, men, and gender.  We will develop and practice critical skills in “reading” media, and explore its dynamic relationship to contemporary issues of gender, race, class, sexuality, and youth identity.  Learning to think critically about the various types of media that surround us also means thinking about our own identities and seeing the ways our own and others’ identities are represented in media.  We will work within a cultural studies approach that assumes culture must be studied in terms of the social relations and system through which it is produced and consumed.  Finally, we will work on our own group media projects as we seek to represent ourselves with creativity and autonomy.  

Introduction to MUSE

This class is part of the Metropolitan University Scholars’ Experience (MUSE), a program designed to help make your transition into college a success by helping you to develop the skills and attitudes needed for the intellectual engagement and challenge of in-depth university-level study. Discovery, research, critical thinking, written work, attention to the cultural diversity of the campus, and active discussion will be key parts of this course. Enrollment in MUSE courses is limited to a small number of students in order to allow you to work closely with your professor and fellow students. MUSE courses explore issues from an interdisciplinary focus to show how interesting and important ideas can be viewed from different perspectives.
Required Texts: 
Bell Hooks, Feminism is for Everybody (Pluto Press, 2000).  Available at Roberts Bookstore, 


330 S. 10th Street (408) 286-0930

MUSE Course Reader.  Available at San Jose Copy, 124 E. Santa Clara (@Fourth, one block

        northwest of MLK Library) 408.297.6698
	Peer Mentor: Adessa Kiryakos 

Adessa_k@hotmail.com
	Office hours: 11-12 Thurs 

Peer Mentor Center, Clarke Hall


Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

This course qualifies as an Area D1 (Social Sciences – Human Behavior) course in your General Education requirements. Social Science courses should increase the student’s understanding of human behavior and social interaction in the context of value systems, economic structures, political institutions, social groups, and natural environments. Students will establish a strong foundation for becoming a university level student and scholar. Students will become acclimated to both the intellectual and social activities of university life.  See complete learning objectives below.
Assignments and Evaluation 

25%
Participation, in-class exercises, study guides, informal essays

25%
Midterm essays – Gender & Media Analysis
30%
Research project: 


   Groupwork & presentation


   Research paper (5-6 pages)

20%
Comprehensive Final 
25% Class Participation & In-Class exercises
The depth of this course depends largely on the strength of your contributions as individuals from different backgrounds and perspectives.  I expect each of you to participate regularly in class.  Class participation means coming to class on time, bringing the necessary materials, interacting respectfully with your peers, paying attention, listening carefully, and contributing when you can.  Necessary materials include a pen or pencil, notebook or notepad, your course syllabus, and the reading for the day.  You also have the option of participating online by contributing to the class blog.  I hope you will be comfortable speaking in class, but if you are not, then it is doubly important that you contribute actively to the class blog. 
As for in-class work, this is a broad category including: 

MUSE Activities:  All students are required to attend at least three MUSE Student Success  workshops and write a 100-word post about two of the experiences on the class blog within one week of the event.  For the third event, you may post a cell phone photo or other digital photo to the class blog.  You may attend no more than two workshops a month (thus, not three in the last week of class).

In-Class Essays: We will write at least two informal two-minute essays on the day’s assigned reading as a way of jump-starting discussion. 

Leading Discussion – In teams of 2 or 3, you will lead class discussion once during the semester.   You will prepare a brief handout for the class with an outline and discussion questions.  More details later.

Study Guides:  I will assign a short study guide when I show a video.  You may complete the study guide during or after the video, whichever helps most with your learning.  

In-class exercises also include reading worksheets, pop quizzes, a campus scavenger hunt, and groupwork with your peers.  

Blog:  The class blog is a key point of communication for the class at http://prof.chicanas.com/muse/ .  You are expected to check it at least once a week, preferably more.  I will post all lecture notes, worksheets, and study guides here, so in the unlikely event that you miss class, this is where you should go first to see what you missed.  I will also ask you to post brief writing assignments to the blog to share with your peers. 

The blog is also a great place to post after-class thoughts or questions – sometimes I remember an idea or example after class relating to discussion, so I will write a brief note about it on the blog; I hope you will do the same.  I will also post news here relevant to class observations and discussions, and things relevant to your new role as student scholars.  

25% Essays
Good writing is arguably the single most important skill you will develop in your university education.  And like any skill or talent, practice makes perfect.  In this class, you will write two short two essays on gender and media topics
30%  Research Project & Team Presentation
Team Presentation – Students will conduct research on a course-related topic, drawing on three appropriate academic resources.  In teams of two, you will research together and prepare a in-class presentations on your topic.  
Short research paper –   Students will then write an original five-page research paper (1250 words) on the research topic.  We will have several lectures and workshops on issues relating to research papers, including choosing topics, citation, researching, and avoiding plagiarism. More details will be given later.

20%   Final Exam
The final exam will be discussed later in the semester.  I will give you a study guide for what to expect.  We will also discuss study strategies.

Classroom Protocol

You will receive more details about all of these assignments during the semester, but generally: 

· All assigned work is due at the beginning of class. Printing problems are never an excuse.  LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  

· Unless otherwise noted, all work must be typed and double-spaced in a plain 12 point font with one-inch margins all the way around the page.  Handwritten work is not acceptable, unless specifically stated in class.

· Grade checks – If you require a midterm grade check of any kind (athletic, EOP, fraternity/sorority, etc., personal), you must come to my office hours.  I cannot guess your grade in class, or email your request.   Come to my posted office hours for a quick discussion and I will sign off on your request.  No exceptions.  

· My office is in Dudley Moorhead Hall (DMH), 238A.  DMH is on San Fernando Street, just two buildings down from the MLK Library.  Please come by and see me during office hours at least once during the semester.  Seeing your professor during office hours is an excellent habit to establish – you can ask a question, clarify your understanding of lecture material, or we can just chat about how you are doing in class, or you can ask about my little girl.  Office hours are part of our job as professors, and you absolutely have the right to take advantage of our time.  

· And finally, I assume you are adult and are in this class because you want an education.  You do not need to ask my permission to leave early, go to the bathroom, etc.  This also means that if you are chattering with a friend, playing videogames, or are in any way disruptive to me or other students, I will ask you to leave.

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. Information on add/drop deadlines is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/registrar/calendar/. Information about late drops is available at: http://www.sjsu.edu/sac/advising/latedrops/policy/ . 

Peer Mentor Center 

The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor web site is located at: http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/ .
University Policy - Campus policy in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act:  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.

University Policy - Academic Integrity Statement (From Office of Judicial Affairs): 

Students should know that the University's Academic Integrity Policy is available at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified. If you would like to include in your assignment any material you have submitted, or plan to submit for another class, please note that SJSU’s Academic Policy F06-1 requires approval of instructors.

Videos
Videos are regularly scheduled during class time, but can also be seen independently at the IRC, in the southeast end of Dudley Moorhead Hall.   They are generally open  from 8am to 9pm, but call to check at 4-2888.  

MUSE Course Schedule 
Wk
Date
Topic
0
W 8/25
Introduction
1
M 8/30
Sex & Gender 


Read:  Eliot, “Learning Through Play in the Preschool Years”  (R1) 

W 9/1
Campus Scavenger Hunt – Wear comfortable shoes & don’t be late!
2
M 9/6
LABOR DAY – Campus closed 


Read: Douglas Kellner, “Cultural Studies, Multiculturalism, and Media Culture” (R2)
 
W 9/8

Computer lab – Meet in Industrial Studies 134
3
M 9/13
Gender, Race & Privilege I


Read:  Bell Hooks, Feminism is for Everyone, chs. 1-6

W 9/15
Stu Discussants:
4
M 9/20
The Social Construction of Race



Read:  Bell Hooks, Feminism is for Everyone, chs. 7-12



Gender Identity Experiment Essay due
 

VIDEO:  Race, Power of an Illusion

W 9/22
Stu Discussants: 
5
M 9/27
Intro to Cultural Studies



Read:  Bell Hooks, Feminism is for Everyone, chs. 13-19



Hand out Essay Assignment #1



Stu Discussants: 

W 9/29
Masculinity in the Media


VIDEO: Jackson Katz, Tough Guise
6
M 10/4
Media & Representation I


Read: Smith & Cook,  “GDIGM Major Findings Overview, Geena Davis Institute” (R3)
 
W 10/6
VIDEO: Sut Jhally, Dreamworlds


Essay #1 Due

7
M 10/11
Media & Representation II


Read:  Croteau and Hoynes, “Intro to Cult Stu” & “New Media Giants” (R4)


Stu Discussants: Mayra, Veronica, Ellen
 
W 10/13
VIDEO:  Celluloid Closet

8
M 10/18
Class Cancelled



Do:  Library Tutorials linked on blog


W 10/20
Library Workshop – Meet in MLK 217
9
M 10/25
Catching Up with the New Media Giants


Stu Discussants: Mayra, Veronica, Ellen

W 10/27
Elections Discussion – Bring your voter guides & prepared discussion point
10
M 11/1
Beauty & the Media


Read: Heldman, “Out of Body Image” & Scott, “Fresh Lipstick” (handouts)
 

VIDEO:  Kilbourne, Still Killing Us Softly

W 11/3
Internet Research Workshop:  Meet in IndStu 134
11
M 11/8
Teen Sexuality: The Big Media Lie?



Read:  “Facts on American Teens’ Sexual Health,” (R9)





“Facts on Young Men’s Sexual Health” (R10), “U.S. Teenage Pregnancies” (R11)




“Facts on Sexual Health of Adolescent Women in the Developing World” (R12) 




& Jessica Valenti, “Feminists Do It Better” (R13)


Stu Discussants: Alyssa, Mackenzie, Kaitlyn

W 11/10
 VIDEO: Consuming Kids
12
M 11/15
The Disney Industry



Read: “Construction of the Female Self” (R6), Nguyen, “Who’s Your Heroine? (R7)




& Griffin, “You’ve Never had a Friend Like Me” (R8)



VIDEO: Mickey Mouse Monopoly
 
W 11/17
Stu Discussants: Cassie, Jessica, Jaclyn
13
M 11/22
Consumption Consumption


VIDEO: Story of Stuff


Read:  Schor, “Politics of Consumption” (R5)
 
W 11/24
Research Day

* Thanksgiving Break *

14
M 11/29
Student Presentations
 
W 12/1

Student Presentations
15
M 12/6
Student Presentations

W 12/8
Review
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