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The primary writing assignment for this class is a 10-12 page analytical research paper, due at the beginning of class Thursday, June 3.  Your research paper should be an original work of scholarship on a Chicana/o Studies topic or issue that interests you.  


This is a formal research paper which must include a cover page and properly formatted footnotes and bibliography.  Two sources may come from our assigned course reading, but most should be outside research.  I highly recommend re-browsing the course reading assignments (and their footnotes/bibliographies) to find those most interesting to you.  I’ve also added some good research links to the course blog, so please browse those as well.  The paper should draw on at least 6-8 academic research sources –primarily books and journal articles, though some websites may be acceptable.  


Your paper should be 10-12 pages in a standard 12 point type (Times/TimesRoman is best) with a one-inch margin on all sides, in either MLA or APA style. The blog has links to various style guides.  

Deadlines:   

Tues 5/18
General topic & at least four preliminary sources 


Thurs 6/3
Final paper due at beginning of class – no exceptions


I evaluate papers based on these four qualities:  

Structural integrity:  The boring stuff.  Clear thesis, clear topic sentences, well-supported arguments, logical progression of argument, cogent introduction and conclusion.  Most of you do (really) well on this quality, but this quality alone will not get you an A.  On the other hand, if not well-done, this quality can most easily obscure even the most complex argument.  
Basic Content:  This is the gist of why we assign papers.  This quality lets me know that you have read, digested, and fully analyzed the research material.  You’ve included just enough detail so I know you’ve digested an article, but not too much so that you’re just summarizing it.  

Depth & Complexity:  This builds on the “Content” quality to show a real critical engagement with the material.  In addition to showing that you ‘know your stuff,’ this quality refers to your ability to concisely compare, discuss, draw out your subject with care and sophistication.  A paper without this complexity becomes a ‘regurgitation,’ a flat recitation of facts or generalizations or often, what I know you think I want to hear in a way that tells me you’re just reciting information rather than fully engaging it.  

Creativity/Insight:  this is the most difficult quality.  …this is your original twist on an old issue, a flash of insight into a difficult issue, a particularly cogent analysis of a complex topic, something that makes me stop and say, ‘wow, that was really well done” or “wow, I hadn’t thought of that before.”  Some of you have shown this quality in your response papers.  This quality is most often what puts a paper on the A track, even when other qualities are lacking.  At the same time, a badly written paper that shows this quality is even more disappointing, because it shows such unfulfilled promise.  
