SJSU Tech/Engr98 Fall 2009



Name: ___________________________________
S. Gallardo



Researching on the Web Worksheet
This worksheet is designed to help make you knowledgeable users of Internet resources, and to introduce you to some significant sources for academic study on the Web.  These are not meant to be difficult questions...if any question is taking you longer than five minutes—ask!
1.  (2 pts) The population of San Jose recently approached 1,000,000.  Find the exact current population from a  reliable source.  The current population of San Jose is ______________________ as of _______(date),
 according to ____________________________________________________ (source).
2.  (3 pts) Assessing reliability.  Browse around the following websites.  Do you find this website reliable for an academic research paper?   Why or why not?  Give a specific quotation from the page supporting your judgement. 
“Focus on the Family”  http://www.family.org   (Hint: look for the “Mission” statement).
“Family Research Lab”  http://www.unh.edu/frl/frlbroch.htm  
If either source is not reliable for an academic paper, what might it be good for? 
3.  (2 pts) Go to http://rapunsel.org.  What is rapunsel?  Why was it started? 
4.  (2 pts) Wangari Muta Maathai won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004.  Find the official Nobel Prize site and look under “Peace” and find Maathai’s Nobel lecture (in text form).  Jump down to the paragraph beginning “In 1977” -- why did she start the Green Belt movement? 
5.  (2 pts) Check out the Eniac Programmers Project at http://eniacprogrammers.org /    These first programmers were often called the “ENIAC girls”?  What did they do? 
6.  (3 pts) Some global statistics.  Go to http://www.ipu.org/wmn-e/classif.htm  for a list of women in congress or parliaments worldwide. 
Which five countries have the best representation of women in the “single or lower house”? 
Where does the U.S. rank?

Nose around the site; is this a reliable site?  Why?
7.  (2 pts) Go to the United Nation’s site to find CEDAW at http://un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ .  Read the intro - what does CEDAW do?  What year was it adopted? 
Click on “States Parties” in the left column to see a list of those countries that signed and ratified CEDAW.  What is the only country that has not RATIFIED (permanently adopted) this document? 
8. (3 pts) Femstats.net at the Institute for Women’s Policy Research - http://femstats.net   

Look near the bottom of the page to find a chart titled “How the States Measure Up: Women’s Political Representation by Race & Ethnicity.”  Open the link (spreadsheet) - What state has the best representation of women in the U.S. House of Representatives? 
How many women does California have in STATEWIDE EXECUTIVE offices?  Are we representative of the nation in general? 

What state has the best representation of Asian American women in the U.S. House of Representatives? 
9. (2 pts) Your mom has been diagnosed with mesothelioma.  Should you trust http://www.mesothelioma.com  to better understand her condition?  Why or why not?  Be specific. 

10.  (2 pts)  Internet History!  The Internet Wayback Machine at http://www.archive.org/   
The “Wayback machine” is a resource that records the history of every page on the web.  Use the Wayback machine to find the earliest webpage archived for San Jose State University. From that main SJSU page, click on “Cashier’s office,” and then “Registration fees.”  What was the “TOTAL Basic Reg Fee” for 6 or more units? 





$______________  in 19_____
Okay, all done!  Turn this in Monday at the beginning of class.

