WOMS10.  Prof. Gallardo

Study Guide:  Angela Davis, “Repro Rights”
1. We talked about “voluntary motherhood” in our lecture on the history of women’s movements.  Why does Davis mention voluntary motherhood here (202, 207)?  
2. What two “typical” explanations are usually given for the low numbers of women active in the abortion rights movement, according to Davis? 

How specifically does she respond to these two explanations?

3.  What is the difference between “abortion rights” and “advocacy of abortion”? 

4. Why did President Roosevelt say “race purity must be maintained”?  How did ideas of “race suicide” relate to the birth control movement? 

5. What was Margaret Sanger’s background?  How did she become involved with eugenics? 

6. What is the difference between birth control and population control
Sherwin, “Ethic of Abortion”
Please note that this article is not about whether abortion is right or wrong, but rather, it’s about how different people understand and discuss abortion.  
1. According to Sherwin, why do most feminists “reject attempts to offer any general abstract rules for determining when abortion is morally justified”? (263)

2. What does Sherwin mean when she says a fetus is “relational”?  (265-66)

3. Are feminists “pro-abortion” ? (268)

4.  Is this article convincing to you?  Why or why not? 

