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1. Biological anthropologist Alan Goodman says that “to understand why the idea of race is a biological myth requires a major paradigm shift.”  What does he mean?

2. What is the difference between a biological and social view of race?  What does it mean that “social differences become naturalized in biology”?

3. What was Hoffman’s 1896 Extinction thesis?

4. What did Hoffman’s “scientific” study fail to consider? 

5. What was the global racial significance of Jesse Owens’ 1936 Olympic gold medal?  How was he treated afterward?  How was “race” rationalized differently after this? 

6. How do scientists explain differences in skin color?   Other biological variations? 

7. What was Richard Lewontin’s 1960s study?  How did he determine that “85% of human genetic variation occurs between any two individuals in a local population”?  

Explain these statements:  

8. “Just because race is not biological, doesn’t mean that it isn’t real.”

9. “Race is a human invention. We made it; we can unmake it.” 

10. If race isn’t what makes us different, what does make us different? 

· Environment: everything from mother’s womb to neighborhood

· Culture





· Circumstance




· Economic status



· Family 

· Geography (Sickle cell disease)

· History
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