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Women’s Studies 10
Spring 2011-12
San Jose State University
Prof. Susana L. Gallardo
Sec. 1: MW 1:30 – 2:45 pm / DMH 348 (28373)
prof@chicanas.com
Sec. 2: TTh 1:30 – 2:45 pm / Clark 303 (28374)
Office: DMH 238A

Sec. 3: T 5 – 7:45 pm / HGH 116 (28375)
Office hours: Tues 3-4pm, Wed 10-12am
http://prof.chicanas.com/ws10/

WOMS 10: Perspectives on Sex & Gender
This course is a basic introduction to the study of gender and feminist theory.  With readings, films, and discussion, we will explore the relevance of gender studies to various topics in modern society.  We will consider ideas about masculinity, femininity, biology, and gender as a cultural construct, as well as how these ideas play out in a modern society of inequalities.  How does gender interact with  race, class, and sexuality?  How does it affect our lives, and the world?
Like many social science courses, this class is not about providing hard and fast answers.  It is about raising productive questions about women, men, and gender in a modern world, and equipping you to articulate your own views in a compelling and thoughtful manner.  No prerequisites are necessary other than an interest in the subject, a willingness to consider new ideas, and a respect for views other than your own.
Required Texts

· Course Reader available at San Jose Copy, 109 E. Santa Clara Street (@Fourth, one block north of MLK Library – from library, walk one block toward Santa Clara, cross to the Chevron station, and walk to your left two doors down (first green awning). 
Course Requirements

	Assignments
	Percentage

	Participation (in-class assignments, worksheets)
	20%

	Reading notes (7 over 15 weeks)
	20%

	Midterm
	30%

	Final Exam
	30%

	
	


I take into account your effort and improvement over the semester.  If your final grade is on the border, improvement can push it up from a B to B+, or B+ to A-.
Brain Dumps
In this class you will practice informal writing with a series of Reading Notes assignments.   Reading Notes are a brief one page typed (single-spaced!) informal response to the specific  ideas in the week’s reading, due the first day of the week.  You will write SEVEN notes on weeks you choose.  See the handout for more details.     

Attendance
Attendance is crucial in this class, because exams are based on lecture and reading material.  If you know you are going to miss one or more classes, I highly recommend that you take the course another semester.  If you do miss class, you are still responsible for turning in assignments before class, and getting makeup notes from another student.  
Participation
The depth of this course depends largely on the strength of your contributions as individuals from different backgrounds and perspectives. Class participation means bringing the day’s reading to class, arriving on time, checking the blog regularly, asking and answering questions, and being reasonably respectful of your peers and instructor.  I hope you will participate regularly in class and make posts to the blog when asked.  When you come to class, you must be prepared to discuss the readings for the day as assigned on the course syllabus.  You also have the option of participating online by contributing to the class blog at http://prof.chicanas.com/ws10/.  You are invited to post relevant news stories, post-class thoughts, questions, whatever.  This blog option is especially encouraged if you are not comfortable participating in in-class discussion.
	Four Ironclad Class Policies 

1. Unless otherwise noted, ALL work must be typed and double-spaced in a plain 12 point font with one-inch margins all the way around the page.  Handwritten work is not acceptable, unless specifically stated in class.

2. Grade checks – If you require a midterm grade check of any kind (athletic, EOP, fraternity/sorority, etc., personal), you must come to office hours.  I cannot guess your grade in class, or email your request.   Come to my posted office hours for a quick discussion and I will sign off on your request.  No exceptions. 
3. I assume you are an adult and are in this class because you want an education.  You do not need to ask my permission to leave early, go to the bathroom, etc.  This also means that if you are chattering with a friend, playing videogames, or are in any way disruptive to me or other students, I will ask you to leave.  
4. I will devote my full attention to you for the duration of the class, and I expect you to do the same.  Please turn off your cel phones, remove earphones of any kind, and leave your computers in your backpacks.  I will provide written notes for all lectures, so there is no need for computer note-taking.  If you must use a cel for an emergency call, please step outside.


Objectives
As a General Education course, this class is intended to develop your writing and critical thinking skills.  This course is designed to meet the D1 General Education requirements:
· Students will be able to identify and analyze the social dimension of society as a context for human life, the processes of social change and social continuity, the role of human agency in those social processes, and the forces that engender social cohesion and fragmentation.

· Students will be able to place contemporary developments in cultural, historical, environmental, and spatial contexts. 

· Students will be able to identify the dynamics of ethnic, cultural, gender/sexual, age-based, class, regional, national, transnational, and global identities and the similarities, differences, linkages, and interactions between them. 

· Students will be able to evaluate social science information, draw on different points of view, and formulate applications appropriate to contemporary social issues. 
You will also hone your web and library research skills in a research workshop.
University Policy - Campus policy in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act:  

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the DRC (Disability Resource Center) to establish a record of their disability.
University Policy - Academic Integrity Statement (From Office of Judicial Affairs): 

Students should know that the University's Academic Integrity Policy is available at: http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/download/judicial_affairs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the University’s integrity policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. The website for Student Conduct and Ethical Development is available at http://www.sa.sjsu.edu/judicial_affairs/index.html.   Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. 
About Videos
Videos are regularly scheduled during class time, but can also be seen independently at the IRC, in the southeast end of Dudley Moorhead Hall.   They are generally open  from 8am to 9pm, but call to check at 4-2888.   You should also know that this is a great resource for all SJSU students-- you can check out video and media equipment, films, headphones, etc. 

Other Great Resources:  

Library Liaisons

· Bernice Redfern, Women’s Studies Librarian, bernice.redfern@sjsu.edu, 808.2038

· Kathryn Blackmer-Reyes, Ethnic Studies Librarian, kathryn.blackmerreyes@sjsu.edu, 808.2097

Peer Mentor Center 

The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor web site is located at: http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/ .
Student Technology Resources
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union, as well as in the library. A variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112 (south end of DMH). These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors.
Learning Assistance Resource Center 

The Learning Assistance Resource Center (LARC) in Room 600 of the Student Services Center offers trained and certified tutors for content-based tutoring in many lower division courses (some upper division) as well as writing and study skills assistance. Small group, individual, and drop-in tutoring are available. Please visit the LARC website for more information at http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/.

SJSU Writing Center
The SJSU Writing Center in Clark 126 is staffed by professional instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/about/staff/.

Peer Mentor Center 
The Peer Mentor Center is located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall in the Academic Success Center. The Peer Mentor Center is staffed with Peer Mentors who excel in helping students manage university life, tackling problems that range from academic challenges to interpersonal struggles. On the road to graduation, Peer Mentors are navigators, offering “roadside assistance” to peers who feel a bit lost or simply need help mapping out the locations of campus resources. Peer Mentor services are free and available on a drop –in basis, no reservation required. The Peer Mentor Center website is located at http://www.sjsu.edu/muse/peermentor/
[image: image1.jpg]©zis Partnership




.
Juana Goodgrade


WS10  ~  9/10/11

Ortner notes
ON READING NOTES (aka Brain Dumps)

Reading notes are informal reflection papers, less organized than an essay, more like a paper in process.  They are not meant to be polished final essays, but more like an initial paper draft—raw ideas in unpolished form (not just bullet points).  This is an informal exercise to help you think through the week’s reading, and to engage the ideas in the text.  Punctuation and grammar are secondary to content for this assignment (as long as it’s readable).  You don’t have to have a well-organized introduction, or conclusion.  Just start writing:    

In your own words, what are the primary ideas the author is trying to convey?  

How does the author support and develop this argument?  What kinds of arguments 


does s/he use?  What evidence does s/he draw on? 

Is the argument convincing to you?  Why or why not?

What problems do you see that might emerge as a consequence of this argument? 

How might you change/adapt/shift the argument differently? 

Aim for one full page of  TYPED single-spaced text in a 12 pt Times or Palatino font.  You may choose one or two specific quotes from the reading as a starting point.  Sometimes it’s helpful to think of yourself explaining the reading to a friend—what were the main points, and was it a convincing piece of scholarship?  Sometimes it’s helpful to start with something that really bothers you—write about why it bothers you, and see where that leads.  


This is not a journal or a personal opinion paper—it is a scholarly engagement with the course reading, and a basic reading/critical thinking skill that will serve you well throughout your college career.  You are welcome to use first person “I” statements, but be sure to back up your statements by drawing on the text.   You may also draw on personal experience, as long as you make it relevant, and bring it back to the text.  Often, “I don’t like this” is a fruitful starting point for analyzing why a text fails to persuade. 


If there are three different articles on a given day, do not feel compelled to say something about each one.  Write about whichever one really grabs your attention, or contrast two of them.  Or write about a single theme or idea that emerges across the different articles.  If you still don’t know what to write about, I will also circulate sample topics. 

Some pitfalls to watch out for:  “This hasn’t been my experience, so therefore it doesn’t matter,” “This experience is more mystical, more authentic than my own,” “I’m not a member of this group so I can’t judge”


Details:  Please note the format of this page, and use it for all your reading notes.  Put your name, date, brief reading title, and “WS10” at the top right corner of the page. 

Subject to change at instructor’s discretion
	
	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Terms to Know

	0
	1/25
	Intro to Sex & Gender 
	
	sex, gender

	1
	1/30
	Sex & Gender 
Video: Gender & Communication
Video: Rosie the Riveter
	Eliot, "Learning thru Play"
Mason, "Intersexuals Fight Back"
	gender socialization, "doing gender", agency

	2
	2/6
	Feminisms, or why gender matters
Req. Reading Note #1 due: Gender experiment
	Sen, "Many Faces of Inequality" Johnson, "Where Are We?"

	social construction, essentialism, patriarchy, oppression, male privilege

	3
	2/13
	Gender, Race & Science
Video: Race, Power of Illusion


	Gould, "Women's Brains"
McIntosh, "White Privilege"
	objectivity, craniometry, ethnicity, "race," extinction thesis, white privilege, "Just because race is not biological,doesn’t mean it isn’t real"

	4
	2/20
	A History of Feminisms

	Friedan, Redstockings, Combahee, Allison, Pratt, Nelson, Darraj, Jones 
	"feminine mystique," voluntary motherhood, 1,2,3 wave feminisms; liberal, radical, multiracial, socialist, global feminisms

	5
	2/27
	Women & Work
	Padavic & Reskin, "Work & 
   Gender", "Gendered Work"
Belkin, "Feminine Critique"
	wage labor, wage gap, four types of work, wage hierarchy, occupational segregation, un/productive work

	6
	3/5
	Men, Women, & Domesticity
Video: Daddy & Papa
	Gerson, "Dilemmas of Dads"
Mainardi, "Politics of Housework"
Blades & RF, "Motherhood"
	family wage gap, domestic labor, maternity leave

	7
	3/12
	Gender, Race & Social Policy
Req. RN due: Work in my Family
	Hartmann & Yi, "Rhetoric & 
   Reality"
Mink, "Violating Women"
	feminization of poverty, TANF, federal poverty line, "cycling", working poor

	8
	3/19
	Defining Masculinity
Video: Tough Guise

	Kimmel, "Masc. as Homophobia"
Messner, "Boyhood, Sports & M"
	homophobia (2 defs), “Organized sports is a ‘gendered institution’… and also a ‘gendering institution…’”

	 
	3/26
	*  *  Spring Break *  *

	9
	4/2
	Labor, Globalization & Capitalism
VIDEO: Story of Stuff

Web workshop
	Enloe, "Globetrotting Sneaker"
Globy, "Legacy of Colonialism"
	colonialism, globalization, maquilas, typical worker, Export Processing Zone

	10
	4/9
	Reproductive Rights
Due:  Web worksheet
	Guttmacher, "Factsheet Rep Rts"
Davis, "Racism, BC & RR"
Sherwin, "Abortion thru Feminist Lens"
	reproductive rights, "abortion rights", "advocacy of abortion", eugenics, birth control, population control, "relational fetus"

	11
	4/16
	Gender, Beauty & the Media
Video: Killing Us Softly & Dreamworlds
	Smith & Cook, "Gender S’types"
	objectification, "pornographic imagination", "ways of looking", conventions of video

	12
	4/23
	Gender & Sexuality
Video: Girls Like Us
	Guttmacher, "Facts on Teens,"
    "Facts on Young Men"
"When You Meet" & "Het Q"
	Kinsey's continuum, missing discourse of desire, clitoris

	13
	4/30
	Gender & Violence
Video: Defending Our Lives
	Koestner, "Perfect Rape"
Friedman, "In Defense"
Buel, "Violence Against Women"
	Continuum of sexual violence, five types of rape, "the average rapist,"  “This is my wife,”  63%

	14
	5/7
	Gender & Religion
	 
	 

	15
	5/16
	Conclusions & Review
Last day of class
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